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.-.The silent mound slept beneath the sun, hiding the sweet wall
that through ten thousand years had brought 1ife to so many. 1Its
waters trickled away through subterranean channels until they
entered the malignant swamp which extended jtself year after year
over the no longer fertile ground. How great the desolation was,
how crushed and puny the grandeur that had existed here. Even the
birds came no more, for the grasses that had grown centuries be-
fore now perished in the desiccated air; the mound had become part
of a desert,

This land of richness and great erchards. This land where
bees had made honey famous before:the Bible was composed, These

far sweet lands that had gladdened a man's heart and made his wife

sing. These sacred valleys where men had wrestled with the concept

of God, and with God Himself. These marvelous hills where the baals

had stood and the fair girls had danced naked, all slept under dust.
How contradictory it was: the swamps spread, wasting their

waters while at the same time the_]and became desert for want of

water...

James A. Michener-The Source,

Fawcett World |
Library, New York, 1968, p. 760.







